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a law begins with an idea from 
legislators or citizens.

the idea is written in legal form.

the bill is introduced in the house or 
senate and sent to a committee.

the committee studies the bill and makes 
any changes. the public may come to 

testify on the bill.

if the committee approves the bill, 
it goes to the full chamber.

the bill is given a second reading, where 
it may be amended by majority vote.

the bill passes if a majority 
of members vote for it.

if the second chamber amends the bill, the 
first chamber has two choices: the governor may sign a bill, 

veto it or let it become law 
without his signature. 

vetoed bills may still become law 
if the veto is overridden by a 

majority votein both the 
senate and the house.
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the bill repeats the process in the other 
chamber. if no changes are made by the 

second chamber, the bill goes to the 
governor.

it can concur in the changes by a 
majority vote, sending the bill to the 
governor.

it can dissent from the changes and send 
the bill to a conference committee  of 
two senators and two representatives. if 
the committee’s compromise plan is passed 
by a majority of both chambers, the bill 
goes to the governor.
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HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW


